May 11, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
I write to introduce Gila County, Arizona’s FY 2020 BUILD Discretionary Grant Application for
the Tonto Creek Bridge project. Last November, I shared in the unimaginable grief of the
Rawlings family who lost three young children in an accident crossing Tonto Creek. We cannot
let this happen again. The Tonto Creek Bridge project has been submitted for a BUILD grant for
over a decade. Now is the time to fund this project and prevent further tragedies.
This multi-modal project in rural Arizona is needed to provide safe access for my constituents to
jobs, schools, and health care. The bridge and road improvement will also contribute to the
growth in the economy of rural Gila County by promoting development on the very limited
private land. The Tonto Creek Bridge project will also improve access to public lands in the
County, particularly the Tonto National Forest.
The total cost of the project is $24,497,014. The BUILD application requests $21,095,564 (85
percent of the project cost). The remainder of the project cost, $3,383,450, will be funded using
County transportation tax funds and the County’s share of state gas tax revenue. I note that the
County’s 14% cost share proposed for this project exceeds the cost share required by FHWA’s
sliding scale for federal highway projects by almost 2.5 times. This significant investment by the
County signifies the importance of this project to the local area and the region. Without the
federal investment, the County will not be able to construct the project.
I urge you to consider the Tonto Creek Bridge project’s application for award in accordance with
all applicable rules and regulations. Without safe and reliable access year-round, this community
will continue to struggle from annual flood risk and its chronic safety and negative ecomonics
impacts.
Sincerely,

Tom O’Halleran
Member of Congress

May 15, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
I write regarding the application submitted by Gila County, Arizona for a grant through the
Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) grant program to fund the Tonto Creek Bridge project.
Heavy rainfall and snow melt frequently cause severe flooding on Tonto Creek, limiting access
to schools, jobs, and health care facilities. This multi-modal project is needed to provide safe
access for Gila County residents in rural areas to safely commute when Tonto Creek floods. The
bridge and road improvement will also contribute to the growth in the economy by promoting
private development on the very limited – less than 1.5% of Gila County's non-federal land that
is not under mine tailings. The Tonto Creek Bridge project will also improve access to public
lands, especially the Tonto National Forest, where thousands of Arizonans recreate every year.
Annual flooding of Tonto Creek is caused due to overflows at the Roosevelt Dam, a federal
project. Endangered Species Act implementation prevents Gila County from managing the Tonto
Creek bed to minimize flooding impacts. Without flood mitigation, yearly road closures average
25 days and flooding has killed 8 people since 1995. This condition continues to pose serious
public safety issues and limits economic investment and development.
Using their county transportation tax funds and share of state gas tax revenue, Gila County will
contribute 15% of the cost of the Tonto Creek Bridge project. This exceeds the cost share
required by FHWA’s sliding scale for federal highway projects by almost 3 times. Significant
investment by the County signifies the importance of this project to the local area and the region.
Without safe and reliable access year-round, Gila County communities will continue to struggle
from annual flooding and its chronic safety economic impacts. In accordance with all existing
agency rules, regulations, and ethical guidelines, I urge you to give this proposal full and fair
consideration as you make this important funding decision.
Sincerely,

Kyrsten Sinema
United States Senator
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April 21, 2020

Secretary Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: BUILD FY 2020 Grant Application; Gila County, Arizona
Dear Secretary Chao:
I am pleased to provide a letter of support for the Gila County BUILD FY 2020 grant application. Gila
County is a member jurisdiction of the Central Arizona Governments (CAG).
Gila County plays a vital role in connecting communities, and providing economic goods and services
throughout Gila County for Arizona residents and visitors. This grant will enable Gila County to fund the
construction of the Tonto Creek Bridge and bring it up to a favorable rating.
CAG strongly supports Gila County in all transportation projects, and believes that this project in particular
will be of tremendous benefit to the transportation needs of the region by improving connectivity and
capacity for safe travel. Please feel free to contact me at (480) 474-9300 if I may be of further assistance.
Sincerely,

Andrea Robles
Executive Director

Central Arizona Governments
2540 West Apache Trail, Suite 108
Apache Junction, Arizona 85120
www.cagaz.org
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/PROGRAM • AUXILIARY AIDS & SERVICES TO
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND INTERPRETATION OR TRANSLATION SERVICES
AVAILABLE UPON REASONABLE REQUEST • TYY:7-1-1

Tel: 480-474-9300
Toll Free: 800-782-1445
TDD: 480-671-5252
Fax: 480-474-9306

IGUALDAD DE OPORTUNIDADES EMPLEADOR/PROGRAMA • LAS AYUDAS Y SERVICIOS
AUXILIARES PARA PERSONAS CON DISCAPACIDADES Y SERVICIOS DE INTERPRETACIÓN
O TRADUCCIÓN ESTÁN DISPONIBLES A PEDIDO RAZONABLE • TYY:7-1-1

April 20, 2020
Secretary Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: BUILD FY 2020 Grant Application; Gila County, Arizona

Dear Secretary Chao:

As Superintendent of Tonto Basin Elementary School, it is a pleasure to write this letter in support of the
Gila County Build FY 2020-2021 grant application to fund the Tonto Creek Bridge.
I feel it is significantly important to create a safe, consistent way for our families to cross the Tonto Creek.
Many of our families whose children attend our school miss weeks of learning due to the seasonal
flooding of Tonto Creek; which when added together can be over a months’ worth of the entire school
year loss of their valuable educational experience. Student’s whose education is important to them should
not miss out on learning due to being unable to across the creek.
Not only does the seasonal rising of the creek effect our students attending school but also many of our
staff who help the school run efficiently. Many of our cafeteria, teaching and support staff live on the other
side of the creek and it could be weeks at a time that they miss school which makes it difficult on those
who do come to school to run it efficiently.
This bridge could literally and figuratively bring many of the local communities together for school and
work. This bridge could also bring more business which then in turn would bring more families and help
sustain our small school district.
On behalf of Tonto Basin Elementary School District, I would like to thank you for your time and careful
consideration of Gila County’s request for this grant to build the Tonto Creek Bridge.

Respectfully,
Chad Greer
Chad Greer
Superintendent
Tonto Basin Elementary School District

May 6, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
On behalf of the Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA), I write in strong support of
Gila County, Arizona’s BUILD grant application for the Tonto Creek Bridge. This
project will fulfill many needs, but most importantly it will improve safety and
provide economic relief and future development potential.
The Tonto Creek Bridge will provide all-weather access to the Tonto Basin region
allowing safe passage for citizens crossing the Creek to work, school, health
care, and commerce, for emergency responders helping the sick and injured and
fighting wildland forest fires, and for visitors from all over the state and region
coming to enjoy Roosevelt Lake and its unique natural surroundings.
The purpose of this letter of support is to highlight the economic benefits the
Tonto Creek project will provide. The Tonto Creek Bridge:
•
•

•

•
•

•

Promotes economic development through increased business
opportunities and tourism;
Expands economic stability for citizens of the region because the allweather, all-season crossing will eliminate flooding-created business and
job interruptions and education disruptions for up to months at a time;
Reduces emergency management costs to the County, including very high
vehicle maintenance costs resulting from driving through the flooded creek
for emergency services;
Reduces added emergency response times during flooding that can
threaten the health and lives and add medical costs to stranded citizens;
Improves needed access to United States Forest Service (USFS) staging
areas for forest fire fighting in an area at high risk for catastrophic forest
fire;
Revitalizes this disconnected community of largely disadvantaged groups
(low income (median income less than $24,000) and the elderly (median
age is over 63));

Arizona Commerce Authority | 118 N 7th Ave #400, Phoenix, AZ 85007
602.845.1200 | 1.800.542.5684 | azcommerce.com

•

•

Allows access to the largest track of developable private land in Gila
County. Realtors have clients interested in building new homes once safe
passage on a year-round all weather road is available;
Reduces lost productivity of USFS lands and reduced use of Roosevelt
Lake; and

While all of these benefits are of great value to the Tonto Creek region, Gila
County, Arizona, and the US, and provide sufficient basis to support this project,
the overwhelming reason to support this project and to do so now is to avoid
another tragedy like the loss of the three Rawlings children (ages 5-6) late last
November. As more visitors come to enjoy the beauty and recreation benefits of
the Tonto Creek region, we must assume this could happen, in some fashion,
again. We must create safe access for all citizens and visitors.
I urge you to fund the Tonto Creek Bridge project in this round of BUILD grants.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Keith Watkins
Sr. Vice President,
Legislative Affairs & Rural Development

Arizona Commerce Authority | 118 N 7th Ave #400, Phoenix, AZ 85007
602.845.1200 | 1.800.542.5684 | azcommerce.com

April 23, 2020

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590-001
Re: Tonto Creek Bridge, Gila County Arizona
Dear Secretary Chao:
The Arizona Mining Association (AMA) and Arizona Rock Products Association (ARPA) support
the BUILD grant application for funding by Gila County to support the construction of a bridge
over Tonto Creek.
The AMA is a non-profit corporation comprised of entities engaged in mining and mineral
processing in Arizona. In 2018, AMA member companies produced approximately 68% of the
nation's newly-mined copper, along with significant amounts of associated valuable coproducts (e.g., gold, silver, selenium, tellurium and molybdenum). Arizona’s hard rock mining
industry employs approximately 11,249 people directly which supported an additional 27,714
indirectly and has an estimated direct and indirect impact on the Arizona economy of nearly
$11.5 billion. The AMA is the unified voice of responsible, sustainable and safe mining in
Arizona. Through our advocacy, we help Arizona continue to be a premier location for mining
investment in the U.S.
ARPA is the oldest mining related trade organization in Arizona and for well over 60 years has
been providing representation for 50 member companies involved with the production of
aggregates, asphaltic concrete, ready mix concrete, asphalt, lime products, and portland
cement used in nearly every private and public construction project in Arizona. Arizona’s
aggregate mining industry employs approximately 7,745 people directly and 17,929 indirectly
for a total of 25,674 has an estimated direct and indirect impact on the Arizona economy of
$4.9 billion. Our producer members are combined with over 68 associate members that
provide related transportation, contracting, mining supplies and consulting services.
The Tonto Creek bridge is north of mining country and when flooded cuts off one of two key
commerce routes in the area. What’s more, flooding has caused loss of life at this low flow
crossing on more than one occasion. It is the understanding of the two organizations that Gila
County had attempted to qualify for several federal grants for this project including a Better

Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development or (BUILD) grant, but up to this point have been
denied. It is of paramount importance that this project be considered. The project stands to
improve safety and support economic development in the area, and we urge your support.
AMA and ARPA support Governor Ducey’s January 8th request for much needed funding for this
vital project and we are grateful to the Trump administration for providing an additional $1
billion in funding for the BUILD program. We are affirmed the Tonto Creek Bridge project is an
excellent candidate for this much needed assistance. Thank you for your consideration of our
industry families in this area.
Sincerely,

Steve Trussell
Executive Director AMA & ARPA

