GILA COUNTY: GLOBE, HAYDEN, MIAMI, PAYSON, STAR VALLEY, WINKELMAN
PINAL COUNTY: APACHE JUNCTION, CASA GRANDE, COOLIDGE, ELOY, FLORENCE, KEARNY, MAMMOTH, MARANA, MARICOPA, QUEEN CREEK, SUPERIOR
TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS: AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY, GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY, SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE, WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE

July 10, 2019

Secretary Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: BUILD FY 2019 Grant Application; Gila County, Arizona
Dear Secretary Chao:
I am pleased to provide a letter of support for the Gila County BUILD FY 2019 grant application. Gila
County is a member jurisdiction of the Central Arizona Governments (CAG).
Gila County plays a vital role in connecting communities, and providing economic goods and services
throughout Gila County for Arizona residents and visitors. This grant will enable Gila County to fund the
construction of the Tonto Creek Bridge and bring it up to a favorable rating.
CAG strongly supports Gila County in all transportation projects, and believes that this project in particular
will be of tremendous benefit to the transportation needs of the region by improving connectivity and
capacity for safe travel. Please feel free to contact me at (480) 474-9300 if I may be of further assistance.
Sincerely,

Andrea Robles
Executive Director

Central Arizona Governments
2540 West Apache Trail, Suite 108
Apache Junction, Arizona 85120
www.cagaz.org
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/PROGRAM • AUXILIARY AIDS & SERVICES TO
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND INTERPRETATION OR TRANSLATION SERVICES
AVAILABLE UPON REASONABLE REQUEST • TYY:7-1-1

Tel: 480-474-9300
Toll Free: 800-782-1445
TDD: 480-671-5252
Fax: 480-474-9306

IGUALDAD DE OPORTUNIDADES EMPLEADOR/PROGRAMA • LAS AYUDAS Y SERVICIOS
AUXILIARES PARA PERSONAS CON DISCAPACIDADES Y SERVICIOS DE INTERPRETACIÓN
O TRADUCCIÓN ESTÁN DISPONIBLES A PEDIDO RAZONABLE • TYY:7-1-1

TONTO BASIN FIRE DISTRICT
Serving Jake's Corner, Roosevelt and Tonto Basin

Secretary Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 2059 0

P.O. Box48
Tonto Basin, AZ 85553-0048
Phone 928-479-2203
Fax 928-479-2102
tbfdchief@netscape.net

RE: BUILD GRANT APPLICATION/FY 2019- 20/GILA COUNTY, AZ
Dear Secretary Chao,
As Chief of the Tonto Basin Fire District, I am privileged to write this letter of support for the
Gila County Build FY 2019-20 grant application to fund the Tonto Creek Bridge.
We work closely with the Gila County throughout the year, and on a daily basis with the Gila
County Sheriffs Office. Gila County is home to the Tonto Basin Fire District, divided north-south
geographically by Tonto Creek. We serve approximately 4,000 residents scattered across 100
square miles; the median age is 61. Our response area is just south of the Mogollon Rim, and
covers Roosevelt Lake as well, all of which attracts thousands of hikers, campers, motorcyclists,
bird-watchers, hunters and fishers, who travel our roadways, and often require emergency
response to medical, trauma and fue incidents.
Annually, rains and snow melt flood down Tonto Creek; passage even in a four-wheel drive
vehicle is often impossible. TBFD plans and works diligently to stage response staff east and west
of Tonto Creek in anticipation of flooding. 1n addition to emergency incidents, we have rescued
individuals in flooded vehicles, and assumed risk to transport food, water and prescriptions to
those stranded on the eastern side of the creek.
Having served this community professionally for several decades, I can attest that the building
of Tonto Creek Bridge will significantly improve the safety of our community, for the following
and many other reasons:
• Creating safe, reliable access across Tonto Creek year-round, including
during and high-flow conditions, and reducing the number of flood-related
accidents and potential drownings.
• Providing a safe, consistent route, enabling a significantly more rapid
response to, and transporting patients from, medical emergencies.
• Providing a safe, consistent route, enabling a significantly more rapid
response for rescue, attack, containment and extinguishment of residential
and wild1and/brush fires.
• Providing safe passage for residents and travelers, who otherwise are
stranded across the creek until the cubic feet per second speed and depth
flows allow passage-keeping them from their jobs, school, doctor's
appointments and other basic needs.
• Improving the water quality and riparian habitat, by channeling vehicles
across the bridge, rather than continuing to impinge upon and damage the
creek bed and immediate surrounding areas.
Thank you for considering this request; please contact me directly if I can provide any
additi 1 information.

�/#1

even C. Holt
Fire Chief
Tonto Basin Fire Dist.
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Tonto Basin Elementary School District #33
Mr. Chad Greer, Superintendent
Home of the Wranglers
July 12, 2019
Secretary Elaine L. Chao
Office of the Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: BUILD FY 2019 Grant Application; Gila County, Arizona

Dear Secretary Chao:
As Superintendent of Tonto Basin Elementary School, it is a pleasure to write this letter in support of the Gila
County BUILD FY 2019-2020 grant application to fund the Tonto Creek Bridge.
Primarily, I feel it is significantly important to create a safe, consistent way for our families to cross the Tonto
Creek. Many of our families whose children attend our school miss weeks of learning due to the seasonal flooding
of Tonto Creek. Additionally, those missed weeks can accumulate to over a months' worth of valuable educational
experience lost. In my opinion, student's whose education is important to them should not miss out on learning
due to being unable to cross the creek.
Consequently, not only does the seasonal rising of the creek effect our students attending school but also many of
our staff who help the school run efficiently. Many of our cafeteria, teaching and support staff live on the other
side of the creek and it could be weeks at a time they miss school; which makes it difficult on those who do come
to school to run it efficiently.
Furthermore, this bridge could literally and figuratively bring many of the local communities together for school
and work. This bridge could also bring more business which in turn would bring more families and help sustain our
small school district.
On behalf of Tonto Basin Elementary School District, I would like to thank you for your time and careful
consideration of Gila County's request for this grant to build the Tonto Creek Bridge.
Respectfully,

)
Chad Greer
Superintendent
Tonto Basin Elementary School District
445 S. Old Hwy 188
P.O. Box 337
Tonto Basin, AZ 85553

Phone: 928-479-2277 Fax: 928-479-2720
Website: www.tontobasinschool.org
Tonto Basin School is an Equal Opportunity Employer

